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PERSPECTIVE 
TERRA PROFANATA 
I. Tired morning 
a jaundiced fog 
wakes the sky, 
shawls of smog 
huddle in the heavens. 
In the plague-like glow, 
a blurred scar 
shines. 
Pillows of smoke slumber 
across the mist, 
seducing the bluebird. 
Baron in cross 
screams through the 
silence. 
II. Noon waves 
sculptured in oil, 
seagulls in living tombs 
paralyzed wings, 
staring eyes 
unable to die. 
Asbestos for the flounder, 
a blasphemy of the sea, 
its belly blasted 
by man's excreta. 
Fish caught in clots 
of water, 
the emptiness of dead whales. 
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III. The tree's sonnet 
is strangled with steel 
as the last embers 
of daylight die. 
There are no words here. 
Virgins of the forest profaned -
the fruits of their wombs 
defiled. 
Kites of smoke 
enmeshed in the treetops 
choking in their pain, 
the dried spring thirsting 
Valleys crushed by 
boots of blight. 
There are no words here. 
Emptiness cannot rhyme. 
IV. Sleepless nights 
desolate Acropolis -
a culture recycled 
art of plastic and polyester, 
the perfume of exhaust pipes, 
the insistent horn of despair, 
families fleeing -
inner city nightmare, 
heroin happiness and 
mescaline sunshines, 
haunted eyes swinging 
little red bags -
billboards smiling. 
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• English Instructor, Kean College of New Jersey. B.A. Columbia University; M.A. and 
Ph.D, University of Michigan. Terra Profanata is the title poem of Dr. Brumm's manuscript, 
Terra Profanata or Dionysus in the City, which won a major award in the Avery Hopwood 
Contest at the University of Michigan in November, 1973. 
